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A Word from the President
By Duane Clark

Non-Profit Status
For several years, various members of ASCA

have put forth the notion that we should have a
501c(3) Non-Profit status with the IRS. As with
many good ideas, sometimes it takes awhile for
them to take root. The stars must be properly
aligned and everyone must be on the same page.

Whatever the reasons, ASCA is now poised to
make that leap which will allow contributions to
ASCA to be tax deductible. The application has
been sent and we should have some response
within 90 to 100 days.

Although discussing the IRS and such pro-
grams as 501c(3) and tax deductibility doesn't have
the same buzz as discussing the opportunity to
homestay with a Kisakata family, or visit the sites
in Lomonosov, 'or place your feet in the Mediter-
ranean Sea in Vela Luka, or -boat to Sidney, or
enjoy the Taiko Drummers and the Kazakovs, this
is a very significant move for our
organization.

Think about it-now it could be possible for us
to do much more in terms of cultural exchange
simply because it now is more attractive for donors
to increase our financial potential. Our oppor-
tunities for fund-raising have taken a giant leap
forward.

We currently seek funds from various-sources
-Sister Cities International grants, local service
organizations, dinners, garage sales, and dues, to
name a few. Now, -our dues will be tax deductible.
Perhaps there may be members who now will opt
for a higher level of membership. Becoming a
"Patron Member," or a "Sustaining Member" will
accomplish two things: empower us to do greater
things, and grant the donor full tax deductibility.

We also now can approach others in our circle
of acquaintances, who have interest in improving
international relations and cultural understanding,
who can now have the assurance that any contri-
bution they make will be deductible This is great
news for ASCA.
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Vice President's Views
By Don Lapworth

Seems like we had such a great year in 2003
that we wonder what we'll do for an encore. Well,
we are off to a pretty good start already with the
annual dues flowing in at the new rate of $35 for a
family. Please check your submittal and be sure
that you are current before our Secretary has to
send you a reminder.

Vela Luka, Croatia
Plans to get the three Vela Luka High School

students to Anacortes are still being developed, the
major problem being the expensive air fare
($1,400-$1,800 each) being quoted by U.S. air
carriers. EffDrts in Croatia have reduced this to
$1,100 per student, and tickets will be issued for
July 1-arrival. Vela Luka students will pay half of
this and we the other half. Chairman Nikki Lovric
has developed a program that includes homestays
with Anacortes Croatian families, inclusion in the
Anacortes Fourth of July Parade along with the
Vela Luka Croatian Dance Ensemble i~ a Sister
Cities segment, and appearances at local service
club meetings. If you have a special idea about an
event for them, call Nikki at 293-8530 after 4:30
p.m. We really appreciate Nikki's initiative in
organizing this special visit.

On September 19, an ASCA travel group will
leave SeaTac via San Francisco and Frankfurt for
Split, Vela Luka, and Dubrovnik, in Croatia for
two weeks, returning on October 5. To date ten
members have signed up and released their $250
initial deposits. We, still need about five more
travelers to make a good size group. If you think
you'd like to go, please call Don Lapworth at 293-
2439 for more information. Final deposits and
declaration of the final number of airline seats can
be delayed until June 1. This will be a most
interesting visit and homestay with our new
friends in our newest Sister City-beautiful Vela
Luka.

(Continued on page 2)

MARCH MEETING
Thursday, March 4, 7 p.rn. in the Library

Pre-Meeting Optional Dinner,
5:15 at Greek Islands Restaurant.

Call Sue Harbaugh at 293-6688
for reservations



ASCA Membership
(By Duane Clark)

I wanted to take this opportunity to express my
continuing appreciation for the commitment and
energy that you, the members of the Anacortes
Sister Cities Association bring to this organization.
It is truly amazing how many and varied things we
are doing, all with the goal of enhancing cultural
understanding between our city and several cities
around the world. If you think about it, in addition
to enriching our lives, we are touching (and being
touched by) folks in Asia, southern Europe, and
Russia, as well as those just across the border in
Canada. We are unusually blessed in Anacortes to
be able to experience these far-flung and widely-
varied cultures. It doesn't get much better than
that. I am honored to be a part of it alL
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Lomonosov
I also wanted to take this opportunity to update

you on an important development regarding the
Lomonosov Committee of the Anacortes Sister
Cities Association. Ralph Frey has resigned as the
Chair of the Lomonosov Committee, and as a
member of ASCA.

I have a great deal of respect for Ralph and his
energy and organizational skills. I wish him well as
he continues to work, independent of ASCA, on
projects in Russia. There will always be more to do
than the ability and resources of any number of
folks and organizations can provide.

Ralph's departure leaves us with the need to
fill his position and to continue to strengthen our
10-year relationship with Kalinka and the folks
we've come to know and love in Lomonosov.

Your ASCA Board met on February 17 to
discuss current needs and options for accomplish-
ing those needs. As developments occur during the
coming days, I'll do my best to keep you informed.

We do have a large gap to fill, but I am
convinced that we will do just that, and then
continue to be about our business as ambassadors
of understanding to our friends in Russia and our
other sister cities as well.

Please feel free to contact me if you have
questions and/or suggestions. Your continued
support will guarantee continued growth for the
Anacortes Sister Cities Association. My e-mail
address is: dclark@capsantecourt.com.

Duane

Vela Luka (Continuedfrom Page1)
The Chairman in Vela Luka, Ivan Mirosevic,

has assembled the following list of families for the
homestays: Marko and Ivica Berkovic, Marko and
Zlata Oreb, Miro and Selma Oreb, Ivan and
Karenza Mirosevic, Nick and Diana Dragojevich,
Jerolim and Marita Petkovich, Jure and Jakica
Uvela, Branko and Katarina Oreb, Ante and
Mersija Uvela, Boris and Josipa Surjan, and
Tomislav and Ana Jobst. We have found all these
people to be most hospitable from past visits. Hope
that you will want to go and enjoy this great trip!
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Notes and Invitations

Tickets are available for the Eleventh Annual
Anacortes Youth Sports Coalition. A Dinner and
Auction will be held on Saturday, March 20 at 6
p.m. in the Port's Main Warehouse. The tickets,
which cost $35, include an open bar, dinner, and
the auction. The Coalition provides the seed
money for our annual golf tournament. Please see
Cora Lijek, Tracy Schlegel, Bruce or Teresa Lewis,
or Lori or Robert Clumpner for tickets. Help will
be needed the afternoon and early evening of
Friday, March 19, to set up. Please let one of the
chaperones know if your student and/or family
member can help with set up. Thanks.

Tickets are also available for the Shakunage
Japanese Women's Club bento (boxed lunch) and
talent show, which will be held at the Oak Harbor
Senior Center on Saturday, March 20. This is an
opportunity to try a Japanese boxed lunch and to
watch the members and their families present
mostly Japanese entertainment (songs, dances,
music, etc.). The doors open at 11 a.m., and lunch
will be at noon. The tickets cost $17. In the past,
the meal has been made by a Seattle Japanese
restaurant and brought to Oak Harbor. Please call
Setsuko Amburn for tickets (299--9434).

Skyline Flea Market April 17
The 2004 Annual Skyline Flea Market will be

Saturday, April 17 at Skyline Beach Club. Two
tables have been reserved for ASCA. Save your
surplus items for ASCA donations, and mark them
for pricing. -Donations can be brought to Renate
and Harold Staabs' out-buildings at 13750 Trafton
Road, 293-9218. Questions about pick-up and
delivery can also be directed to Joy or Gary
Walter, 293-1082.
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