Anacortes Sister Cities Association (ASCA)

Seeks Students for Travel to Japan
Do you want to visit Japan, home stay with a Japanese family in Anacortes’ sister city Nikaho City (formerly Kisakata), or see the amazing Akita Lantern Festival?  The Anacortes Sister Cities Association (ASCA) is accepting applications from 6th, 7th, and 8th grade Anacortes students for its next exchange with Nikaho City.  All students are encouraged to apply--boys and girls, home schooled, minorities, and low income.  Students build confidence, make friends, and learn about Japan while participating in this year and a half long program.
Each student’s family is responsible for all travel costs, but there are lots of fundraising opportunities.  The Anacortes students who visited Nikaho City this past summer raised enough money to cover their entire airfare and most of their other travel expenses.  

There are limited openings for about 10 adventurous, outgoing Anacortes students.  These students will represent the City of Anacortes, the Anacortes Sister Cities Association, and their families as youth ambassadors.  The candidate does not have to be an A student.  We are looking for those who want to learn about another culture, are willing to devote time to fundraising and learning Japanese, and who will represent us well.
During the 1.5-year long program, you will learn about Japanese culture and a little bit of the language.  There will be several field trips to get to know your fellow travelers and chaperones.  We begin fundraising in January 2019 with the goal of covering airfare costs.  In late July to early August 2019, Japanese students will visit for about a week and then in late July to early August 2020, you will visit Japan for about 10 to 12 days, homestaying in Nikaho City for about a week.
The first step in finding out more about the program is by attending an informational meeting at the Anacortes Middle School Library on Friday, November 16 from 4-5pm and visiting the ASCA website (www.anacortessistercities.com).
The second step is applying.  Complete the application form from the ASCA website under the Nikaho tab and email it and a copy of your 2017-2018 report card to b.smart@juno.com by 5 p.m. on Wednesday, December 5, 2018.  A minimum of two references are required, preferably from one of your main 2017-2018 teachers and another from a current or former teacher who knows you well.  Complete the reference forms from the ASCA website and ask the teachers to email them directly to coralijek@live.com by 5 p.m. on Wednesday, December 5.  A committee of four or five adults will review the applications to select students for an interview.  If you and your parents are invited for an interview, you will be asked to complete an agreement form from the ASCA website and bring it to the interview.  The final step is a home visit.  The selection committee will review the applications, references, interviews, and home visit reports to select students for the program.

If you have any questions, please contact the Nikaho City Exchange Coordinator Russ Horr by email at russ.horr@gmail.com or by phone 360-202-4903 (cell).
 
“This School and/or School District does not sponsor, endorse, or recommend any of the organizations, services, or activities described in this information.  This information is provided solely for the convenience of our students and parents to assist in their review of the safety and suitability of such organizations, services, and activities.  All School Districts shall be held harmless from any cause of action, claim, or petition filed in any court or administrative tribunal arising out of the distribution of these materials including attorney’s fees an judgments or awards.”











